
Greetings to our beloved Elders, I would like to reintroduce Barbara Jones to
our membership. Below is a short bio that Barb has shared with all of us.  

BARBARA J. JONES: I am an enrolled Yakama Tribe member. I am proud to
say that I am also an honorary Tulalip tribal member. My mother and her
parents were Yakama tribal members. My father and his parents were
Spokane/Colville. 

How time flies! I had 4 brothers and 3 sisters. There are three of us left. We
grew up in Celio Falls where my father fished. We were taken from our parents
and put in foster homes and lived on the Yakama Reservation. I was 12 years
old when we moved to the Spokane Reservation to live with our aunts. 
Dale and I have been married for 50 years. We have two sons and two
daughters. We have 13 grandchildren and 6 great-grandchildren. We are still
raising grandchildren. We have custody and are guardians for a 15-year old, a
10- year old, and a 4- year old.  We keep busy with our grandchildren. 

I started working for the senior program in 2006 on a temporary basis. I was
hired as a full-time permanent employee in 2008. When I started working here
Virginia Carpenter, Lahneen Fryberg, Jeanette Fryberg, Cy Williams, and
Larry Wooster were the staff members. There has been a lot of people come
and go from this program and I have seen a lot of changes.

I believe we are almost fully staffed now. I don’t know if anyone out there
realize how many breakfasts and lunches we deliver. I believe we do 336
breakfasts/lunches every day. When you look at those numbers, we do 1,680
breakfasts/lunches a week.  That is a total of 6,720 breakfasts/lunches a
month. I enjoy working for the Elder program and have a lot of good
memories. One of these days we will get back to our regular routine and be
able to see each other again. Stay safe and well.
 
Thank you Barb for sharing, our hands are up to you for all that you do and we
are blessed to have you as a part of our community. 

Elishia Stewart
Elder Services Director
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