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Tulalip appoints interim Police Chief Sherman Pruitt

18111

TULALIP, Wash. — December 4, 2017 -- Patrol Commander Sherman Pruitt was sworn-in by the Tulalip
Board of Directors to lead the Tulalip Police Department. Interim Chief Pruitt is stepping in for former
Tulalip Chief of Police Carlos Echevarria who resigned, effective 12/4/17, citing personal reasons.

Chief Echevarria served the Tulalip Police Department since 2001; he was interim Chief of Police for 11
months and in May 2014, he became the first Tulalip citizen to serve as Chief of Police post-retrocession
(a process wherein the Tulalip Tribes took back jurisdiction of tribal lands in 2001). He said, “My focus
for the Police Department has been to work in collaboration with other Tribal departments for the
safety, health, welfare, education and outreach to the community. TPD’s mission is to reduce the
number of our children exposed to violence and provide law enforcement support services to assist
victims of crime.”

Chief Echevarria’s watchwords, ‘Trust, Pride, Dedication’ remain emblazoned across every Tulalip Police
vehicle, a reminder that policing at Tulalip is truly about serving the people.
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Chairwoman Marie Zackuse said the former chief left big shoes to fill, “Carlos served our community for
15 years and did an excellent job. We are proud of the fact that he was our Chief of Police and it was
with great sadness that the Board of Directors accepted his resignation. His parents and grandparents
taught him in a good way and he brought a lot of compassion to his job. He will be missed, my best to
him and his growing family.”

Interim Chief Pruitt will serve the department while the Tulalip Board of Directors search for the right
person to step in and lead the future of the Tulalip Police Department.

Interim Chief Pruitt is a 21-year veteran of the military; he served 12 years in the United States Marine
Corp and an additional 9 years in the Reserve Air Force. He was deployed five times, serving in Somalia,
Rwanda and Irag. In his 13 years as a Tulalip Police Officer, Interim Chief Pruitt has worked as a Patrol
Officer, Detective, Patrol Sergeant, Detective Sergeant, Patrol Commander and now Interim Chief. In
addition to his duties with the Tulalip Police Department, Interim Chief is cross-commissioned with the
FBIl and U.S. Marshalls as part of the Safe Trails Task Force, which fights against major crimes in Native
America. He is a father of five and is happily married to his wife of 20 years.

“1 will make sure we continue to serve with pride and respect,” said Interim Chief Pruitt. “We will
continue to build trust with the community, along with mentoring our youth and making a difference in
their lives. The Tulalip Tribes is thriving and we want to continue to get even better.”

About the Tulalip Tribes

The Tulalip (pronounced Tuh’-lay-lup) Tribes, successors in interest to the Snohomish, Snoqualmie,
Skykomish, and other allied tribes and bands signatory to the 1855 Treaty of Point Elliott. Our tribal
population is over 4,500 and growing, with 2,500 members residing on the 22,000 acre Tulalip
Indian Reservation located north of Everett and the Snohomish River and west of Marysville,
Washington. Tribal government provides membership with health and dental clinics, family and
senior housing, human services, utilities, cultural activities, schools, childcare, and higher education
assistance. The Tulalip Tribes maintain extensive environmental preservation and restoration
programs, both on and off the Reservation, to protect the Snohomish region’s natural resources that
include marine waters, tidelands, fresh water rivers and lakes, wetlands, and forests. Developable
land and an economic development zone along the I-5 corridor provide revenue and services for
these efforts. This economic development is managed through Quil Ceda Village, the first tribally
chartered city in the United States, providing significant contributions back to the community and
environment that benefit the entire region. The governing body is the seven-member Tulalip Board
of Directors. For more information, visit www.tulaliptribes-nsn.gov.
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