Brenda Williams is co-Director of the Tribal Court Public Defense Clinic at the University of
Washington School of law. Along with co-Director Molly Cohan, Ms. Williams manages all
aspects of the representing indigent persons charged at Tulalip Tribal Court. Ms. Williams has
provided public defenses services in the Tulalip Tribal Court for the Tulalip community since
2008.

In the clinic context, Ms. Williams guides University of Washington second and third year law
students through the study of the foundations of Tribal Sovereignty, the intersection of tribal,
state and federal law and the rigors of meaningful criminal defense representation, in particular
where representing the indigent defendant. Her supervision then transitions to students
representing defendants charged in the Tulalip Tribal Court from arraignment through jury trial,
with emphasis on the implementation of trial advocacy skills and training.

Her research focus is the history of habeas corpus and the Native American, from treaty making
through the Indian Civil Rights Act, as revised through the Law and Order Act of 2010 and the
Violence Against Women Act of 2013. Her research specifically focuses on the evolution of the
habeas process for tribal courts and the Native American from pre-Indian Civil Rights Act
through the present day.

She is a frequent presenter for the Native American Law Center’s Indian Law Symposium on the
topic of ethics and the tribal court practitioner and the Washington State Bar Association’s
Indian Law seminar, on the constraints of the habeas remedy in the context of the 2013 Violence
Against Women Act of 2013. She is also a frequent presenter for the Native American Law
Center’s Juvenile Justice Webinar Series, focusing on Indian Law Jurisdiction and the State
Court Practitioner.

She developed and has twice taught the LatCrit (Critical Latino Legal Theory) course, guiding
students through an analysis of the impact of treaty making upon Latino identity within a US
legal historical framework, with particular focus on labor, immigration, employment, gender and
education cases.

In June 2013, she was appointed to the King County Public Defense Advisory Task Force which
was charged with investigating and reporting suggested methods for preserving the hallmarks of
the strong county public defense system where the defense agencies transition to an in-house
model from a non-profit model. The Task Force issued its final report in August of 2013.

Prior to joining the faculty in 2008, she served for 10 years as a public defender at The Defender
Association in Seattle representing clients in all areas of public defense, including juvenile and
adult felony practice and dependency proceedings. In addition to her law degree, she received a
Master of Public Administration from the University of Washington's Evans School of Public
Affairs, where she focused on policy work within the criminal justice system.

Brenda has previously served on the Washington State Bar Association Board of Governors, as
President of the Latina/o Bar Association of Washington and has received the University of
Washington's Law Women's Caucus Outstanding Contribution to Women in the Law Award and
the Excellence in Leadership Award from the National Latino Law Student Association.



