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7   More to Know…

You can find quick saving and 
investing tips in the More to Know 
section. 

8   Important Notices

Important information about your 
retirement plan and provider appear 
in this section.

9   Contact Us

Find out how to receive account 
assistance from The Standard via the 
Web, telephone or email.

Plan sponsors and participants should carefully consider the investment objectives, risks, charges and expenses of the in-
vestment options offered under the retirement plan before investing. The prospectuses for the individual mutual funds and 
The Standard’s Group Variable Annuity Contract and each underlying investment option in both the group variable annuity 
and group annuity contain this and other important information. Prospectuses may be obtained by calling 877.805.1127. 
Please read the prospectus carefully before investing. Investments are subject to market risk and fluctuate in value.
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A user’s guide



Your retirement account statement 
may be the most informative 
document you receive about the 
progress you’re making toward your 
retirement goals. The quarterly 
statement provides detailed 
information about your account as 
well as the performance of all the 
investments your plan offers.

This guide will help you locate 
and understand the various types 
of information your quarterly 
statement offers. 

1   Account Summary

The Account Summary section helps 
you understand the overall changes 
to your account balance. Here you 
can quickly read your account’s:

•	 balance at the beginning of the 
quarter,

•	 change in value due to 
investment performance,

•	 total contributions and 
distributions, and

•	 balance at the end of the 
quarter.

The Account Summary also displays 
your portfolio’s investment return, 
your current contribution rate and 
the type of portfolio you selected for 
your contributions (if you contribute 
to a pre-mixed portfolio). 

2   Newsflash

Timely, important messages about 
your employer’s plan or about 
The Standard’s retirement services 
appear prominently in the Newsflash 
section.

3   Investment Overview

The Investment Overview helps 
you visualize the different types of 
assets that currently make up your 
portfolio. The overview illustrates 
the percentage of each type of asset 
in your portfolio and lists the current 
value of the underlying investments 
in each category.

Reading your retirement account statement

4   Account Activity by 
Contribution Source

This section helps you track 
the values of various types of 
contributions made to your account, 
such as your own contributions, 
employer contributions and 
rollovers.

You can find:

•	 the beginning and ending 
balance of the investments 
purchased by each contribution 
source,

•	 the dollar amount each source 
contributed to your investment 
portfolio during the quarter, and

•	 the change in value of the 
investments made by each 
contribution source due to their 
performance.

Some types of contributions, such as 
employer contributions, may not be 
fully vested (under your ownership) 
when they are made to your 
account. This section can help you 
identify the vested amount of each 
contribution.

5   Account Activity by 
Investment

Here you can view how the value of 
your investment options changed 
during the quarter.

This section displays:

•	 the beginning and ending 
balance of each investment in 
your account,

•	 the total dollar amount of the 
contributions made to each 
investment during the quarter,

•	 each investment’s change in 
value due to performance and 
certain fees, if applicable,

•	 transfer activity to and from the 
investments in your account, 

•	 your retirement account 
distributions,

•	 deductions and credits, which 
may include administrative and 
other fees, and

•	 the unit value and the number 
of units of each fund in your 
account at the beginning and 
end of the quarter.

6   Investment Performance

Review the performance of the 
investments offered by your plan in 
the Investment Performance section. 
The funds in which you currently 
have assets are identified with a 
double arrow; the amount of your 
contributions that you elected to 
invest in each fund appears in the 
Future Contributions column.

You can view both recent and 
long-term performance for each 
fund. Recent performance includes 
total return data for the previous 
quarter, year-to-date and one year 
periods. The long-term data includes 
annualized returns for the last three, 
five and 10 years (if available).

The benchmark comparisons found 
at the end of this section help you 
compare your funds’ performances 
with market indexes for similar asset 
classes.
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